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Foundation Day Celebrations:
Although temporarily postponed the College’s Foundation Day Celebrations
represent an opportunity to stop and reflect on the 30 years over which Arndell
Anglican College has served our Community.
In the late 1980’s the College’s founding Headmaster Craig Laffin and his wife
Kath, along with a small group of parents and future staff, planned the
establishment of a new Christian School in the Hawkesbury region. Sub
committees were established to locate second hand furniture for classrooms
and trades people willing to assist with plumbing, electrical work and building
costs.
Whilst there was some initial difficulty in securing a site to build upon, prayers
were answered when Seton Arndell and his family agreed to lease their country
property home, Macquarie Retreat, Threlkeld Drive, Cattai. Funds had to be
obtained to cover the huge costs of preparing the site for the delivery of
portable classrooms which fuelled fundraising efforts and the need to advertise
for student enrolments.
Cont. over

Arndell College opened at the commencement of the school year in 1990 with seven teachers, fortyseven students enrolled from Kindergarten through to Year 8, with Mr Craig Laffin as Headmaster and
Mr James Webb as Deputy Headmaster. With limited facilities and a penchant to close due to rising
flood waters the College Board continued to search for a more suitable site and at the end of 1992 the
College relocated from Cattai to its current location on Wolseley Road.
Although the College was initially a Parent Controlled School, governed by a Board comprised of
parent and community members, in 1995 it became a member of the then Sydney Anglican Schools
Corporation. With this change came a new name, Arndell Anglican College, and the appointment of a
new Headmaster, Mr Peter Walker. After Mr Walker’s retirement Dr John Goddard joined the College
in 2004 as our third Headmaster until his resignation in 2009. During this time the College saw
significant building works completed and our student base continued to expand.
Dr Gareth Leechman was appointed Headmaster in 2010 and has overseen significant growth since
that time. Not only has the College continued to build new classrooms and acquire additional land,
we have also engaged in a program of refurbishment and increased resourcing. Dr Leechman has also
continued to drive a culture of life long learning through the College and we have seen a significant
increase in the academic standard and HSC results achieved by our students. Under Dr Leechman's
leadership we have grown from approximately 900 students and 90 staff to approximately 1,200
students and 150 staff.
Finally, whilst it does take the contributions of a great number of people to create a school like Arndell
Anglican College, we would like to acknowledge the significant contributions of Mr James Webb.
From counsellor to disciplinarian, leader to servant, Mr Webb’s faith, energy, enthusiasm and
charisma has served the College well and we have been truly blessed by his presence and wisdom
over the last 30 years. Mr Webb can be confident that when the time comes for him to take a welldeserved rest from his work he leaves a legacy of Christian Education that will continue to impact our
community for years to come.

CHAPLAINCY CHAT

REV JEREMY CLARK
INTRODUCING HANNAH ANTHONY
For the last two years we were blessed to have Mr Joshua Mann as our Assistant
Chaplain. Mr Mann faithfully served God, restarted our Fiji Mission trip and provided
great enthusiasm for ministry at the College.
In his mercy God has sent a new person to join the Chaplaincy team…
Name: Miss Hannah Anthony
Family: parents and a sister who live overseas
Church community: Life Anglican Church
Resides: Quakers Hill
History: I grew up in America, but have felt called by God to move to Sydney. I have been living here
for nearly four years, and I never want to move back. I am passionate about teaching God’s word and
about how people can know Jesus in a sceptical world.
Hobbies/interests: I like playing piano, reading poetry, and dogs (all of them). I also love being with
people I love.
Story of coming to trust Jesus: I grew up in a Christian family, but at various parts of my journey I
did not like that and did not want much part in it. However, in 2008 I had to have back surgery for
serious scoliosis, and I started to see Jesus for who he truly is. Going through suffering gives one a
new perspective and for me, Jesus changed my heart completely and I began following him. My
journey has had ups and downs along the way, sometimes struggling with doubt and uncertainty of
Jesus, but struggles have always pushed me to follow Him more as I’ve learnt more about the
undeniable truth of the gospel.
Favourite Bible Passage: Lamentations 3:19-24
The thought of my suffering and homelessness is bitter beyond words.
I will never forget this awful time, as I grieve over my loss.
Yet I still dare to hope when I remember this:
The faithful love of the Lord never ends! His mercies never cease.
Great is his faithfulness; his mercies begin afresh each morning.
I say to myself, “The Lord is my inheritance; therefore, I will hope in him!”

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 2020
REV JEREMY CLARK
This year, Ebenezer Uniting Church, hosted an ecumenical prayer service where members of many
churches from the Hawkesbury were present. Arndell’s Year 12 Studies of Religion students
represented the College.
It was a great time of prayer and praise, singing of hymns. We heard about God’s work in Zimbabwe,
of the hardships facing the people there and of the great need in that country.
Ecumenism, where churches from different denominations work together, is an area of study in the
Studies of Religion course. Represented at the service were Anglican, Catholic, Uniting and Seventh
Day Adventist churches. It was good for the students to see what it means in real life and Christians
in the local area come together to pray.

2021 ENROLMENTS
MRS PENNY FINLAY
Enrolment processes are underway for 2021 and we ask current families to submit applications for
children they are wishing to enrol in 2021.
Demand for places in 2021 has been extremely strong. The reality is that we will most likely have a
full cohort for Prep, Kindergarten and Year 7 next year with an additional registered waiting list.
Any enrolment enquiries can be directed to our Enrolments Manager, Mrs Penny Finlay, on 4545
2472 or email penny.finlay@arndell.nsw.edu.au

LIBRARY NEWS
MISS KIRSTY HORTON
Another year of Book Fair has come and gone. Thank you to all the families that have supported this
event. It was wonderful to see so many students selecting some great books to read.

New Books
Some great new books have recently arrived in the library. I am going to spotlight some of our new
books. Feel free to check them out and take them home next time you visit the library.
Monster Nanny – By Tuutikki Tolonen (F TOL)
Halley, Koby and Mimi have been sent a nanny to look after them while their
parents are away. The only problem? Their nanny is a monster!
Grah is enormous, hairy, dusty and doesn’t talk. As the three siblings search for
answers, they discover that other neighbourhood kids have also been left with
similar creatures. So where did they all come from?
With no parents around and the fate of their new nanny at stake, the Hellman kids
must depend on each other as they solve the mystery of the monsters – and maybe
even help them get back to their home.
Asterix at the Olympic Games – Rene Goscinny (F GOS)
The athletes of the ancient world assemble in Athens for the Olympic Games. Asterix
and the Gauls enter too, but they’re due for a setback. As an artificial stimulant,
magic potion is banned. Can your friends win at the Games without it? And what’s
the special ingredient of the other potion, the one in the cauldron in the shed with
the door that doesn’t close properly?
Guiness World Records 2019 (030.2 GUI)

Are these Hen’s eggs – Christina Booth (PB BOO)
Hen is counting the days until her eggs hatch. Then one night, a wild storm scatters
them far and wide. The other animals start searching high and low. But are they all
Hen’s eggs?

Year 11 Beginners French
The Year 11 Beginners French students have
made a great start to the year. As a reward for
their hard work, they were recently treated to
some Crème Brûlée!
Crème Brûlée, or burnt crème, is a dessert that is
comprised of a rich custard base topped with a
freshly caramelised top that forms a crunchy
toffee.
The recipe was first seen in French cookbooks in
the late 1600’s, however it gained in popularity in
the late 1980’s thanks to its resurgence on
restaurant menus.

French Club…

French Club is on Thursday Week B from 3:15 –
4:15.

Junior School Disco

JUNIOR SCHOOL GRIP LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
MR BRETT MILLS
Recently Mrs Jacobs and Mr Mills had the privilege and pleasure of attending the GRIP Conference
at Homebush with our Year 6 Junior School Leadership Team. It was an excellent day, greatly
enjoyed by all. Well over 100 public and private schools attended and were encouraged, guided and
challenged about a range of leadership skills and opportunities to serve in their schools.
Some JS Leadership Team comments:
"At the conference, I learnt more how to be more generous and how to properly be a school leader."
Shah
"It helped me to come up with some ideas that we could do for the school. it made me think!" Piper
"The grip leadership conference helped me learn how to be a good leader." Sam
"I learned that you can do anything with or without a badge to make a difference, and you should
really embrace your ideas." Kiana
"I liked the quizzes and learning how to put our events into action." Josh B.
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Uniform Shop:

Mrs Elizabeth Moore – 4572 3254
Shop Opening Hours – Term Time
Monday – 2.30 pm to 4.00 pm
Tuesday – 8.15 am to 4.00 pm
Thursday – 8.15 am to 6.00 pm

Before and After School Care:

Camp Australia - 1300 105 343
www.campaustralia.com.au
Before School Care: 6:45 am – 8:45 am
After School Care: 2:45 pm – 6:00 pm
Coordinator – 0401 904 531

Canteen:

Monday – Friday – 4545 2486
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