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FROM ASSISTANT HEAD OF JUNIOR SCHOOL CURRICULUM
MRS TAMASIN LOWE
Print Vs Digital Reading
As we live in this digitally-saturated world, we find ourselves considering
healthy and helpful ways to integrate technology into our lives. Digital print
provides additional access to information; however, how much are we taking
in? There is a difference in the way we learn when reading digital print on a
screen as opposed to print on a page.
Research indicates many learning benefits when reading text on paper. Print is
easier to understand and comprehend than digital text. We are better able to
successfully complete tasks that require mental abstraction, such as drawing
inferences. Memorisation and recall of information are also enhanced when
reading print on a page.
Joahann Hari’s book ‘Stolen Focus’ (2022) addresses the collapse of sustained
reading. Hari connects with Anne Mangen, a professor of literacy at Stavanger
University in Norway who has engaged in extensive research in this area.
Mangen explains her findings ‘Reading books trains us to read in a particular
way – in a linear fashion, focused on one thing for a sustained period.’ (Hari,
2022, p.77). When reading digital print, we tend to skim and scan for the
information we require.

From the Assistant Head of Junior School - Curriculum, cont.
Our digital reading behaviour then begins to influence how we read on paper. ‘This creates a
different relationship with reading. It stops being a form of pleasurable immersion in another world
and becomes more like dashing around a busy supermarket to grab what you need and then get out
again.’ (Hari, 2022, p.77).
Planning for the new curriculum has led to a review of reading opportunities across Key Learning
Areas. This week’s Junior School staff meeting will focus on the difference between reading onscreen and reading in print. We will explore the implications from current research and will consider
how we increase sustained reading of print experiences in the classroom.
Whilst we recognise the opportunities and benefits of digital resources, we continue to provide a
balanced learning approach. Key learning objectives will be considered when selecting digital print
versus print on a page to support learning.
The Renaissance Australia Accelerated Reader program, currently implemented in Years 3-6,
provides students with daily opportunities to read personal interest books at an assessed level of
individual student ability. Class novel studies also provide students with sustained reading
experiences in primary classrooms.
Prep-Year 2 students engage in daily modelled reading of rich literature texts. Reading experiences
have been enhanced through access to a wide range of guided reading books in the early years of
learning.
Additional opportunities for children to engage in sustained reading of print can only benefit our
students and their learning. We look forward to thinking and learning together.

HAWKESBURY HELPING HANDS FUNDRAISER
On Friday 22 July, the College's entire student body came together to raise almost $3,000 in
response to the most recent floods that impacted our community. All of the students enjoyed a
mufti-day and sausage sizzle lunch. Zac and Elliot spoke at the Secondary School assembly about
their experience and how the floods impacted them and those around them; sharing photos of their
local area. A large number of Year 11 students did a wonderful job cooking and serving close to 1,000
sausage sandwiches for students in both the Junior and Secondary schools. All of the money raised
is being donated to the Hawkesbury Helping Hands who do so much for the community.

CHAPLAINCY CHAT
REV JEREMY CLARK
The whole Jesus
I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.
John 1:10b (NIV)
This week we took a group of students to the Bible Society Masterclass. One speaker stood out to
me. He said that we often read our Bible badly. Often we look at one little phrase, sentence or
paragraph and make a conclusion that does not match with the whole story. For example, we think
of Jesus as loving and kind for little children because he welcomed them, but not for adults.
A number of years ago I had a neighbour who said he was an atheist. He had ticked ‘no religion’ on
the census for a long time. We often talked about what we believed. At one stage he was going into
hospital for minor surgery where he was going to have a number of days resting in bed. He said he
was going to do some reading, starting with Richard Dawkins book, The God Delusion. I asked him if
he might like to read the story of Jesus’ life as a whole. I managed to get a copy and left it with him.
Later I asked him if he’d read the book. He actually said ‘yes’. I asked him what stood out. He said the
way Jesus was treated by the Pharisees (religious leaders) was mean and not fair. He still didn’t
believe, however, he saw Jesus in a new light, having read the whole story.
Our speaker from the Masterclass got me thinking. Do I read the whole story about others? Or do I
just take the piece of information that I want to make my point? Even I felt challenged to once again
sit down and read the whole story of Jesus, it can take as little as 45 minutes (the Bible book of
Mark), so that I can understand the detail better. It might be a good challenge for all of us.
If you wish to chat about the Christian faith, ask general questions about chaplaincy or have any
needs for prayer, please to contact the Chaplaincy Team at the College.

5 GREEN ART

MR BRETT MILLS
5 Green have begun learning about adaptive species to desert environments. Please enjoy some of
our watercolour interpretations of ‘Opuntia Stricta’ an introduced species commonly known as
‘Prickly Pear’.

BOOK WEEK @ ARNDELL K-12 WRITING COMPETITION
MRS SARAH ROBINSON

We are very excited to announce our inaugural Writing Competition as part of our College’s Book
Week celebrations.
We are seeking submissions from students, staff and parents that explore the Book Week theme
for this year: ‘Dreaming with Eyes Open’. There are requirements based on the age of the
participants and these are outlined below. Winners will be announced at the beginning of Term 4
and there are exciting prizes to be won!
So, once you have polished that special piece of writing, please submit it to
writingcomp@arndell.nsw.edu.au .
Submissions are due Monday 29 August, 2022 (Term 3, Week 7).
Please be sure to note the name of the student and their year group (or, alternatively, if you a
parent or staff member) in the title of the email. Submissions can be made as Word or PDF
documents.
Submission Requirements:
Early Stage 1: Writing must be a narrative and within a 50-word limit. An illustration may be
included.
Stage 1: Writing must be a narrative and within a 100-word limit. An illustration may be
included.
Stage 2: Writing must be a narrative and within a 200-word limit.
Stage 3: Writing must be a narrative and within a 300-word limit.
Stages 4-6: Writing may be in any form (e.g. narrative, discursive, persuasive, poetry) and
within a 500-word limit.
Staff and Parents: Same requirements as Stages 4-6.

JUNIOR SCHOOL LIBRARY NEWS
MISS KRISTY HORTON

The Junior School will be celebrating Book Week in Week 6 (22 - 26 August).
On Wednesday 24 August we will be having our book character dress up parade. The parade will be
held in the gym from 9.00am - 10.40am. Students are able to come dressed as their favourite book
character or linking to this year’s theme which is “Dreaming with Eyes Open”. More information
about the parade will be sent via Seesaw.
The Junior School has the opportunity over the next couple of weeks to participate in an author and
Illustrator visit. On Friday 12 August Prep to Year 3 will have a visit from Sue Whiting. A book order
form has been sent home for anyone wishing to purchase one of Sue’s available books. There will be
an opportunity to have books signed on the day.
On Friday 26th August Years 4 - 6 will have a visit from Illustrator Nathanial Eckstrom.

JUNIOR SCHOOL LEADERS WORKSHOP
MRS LARNE JACOBS

On Thursday, 21 July, the Junior School Student Leaders participated in the inaugural Leaders
Workshop Afternoon, held on campus.
The afternoon began with the inner journey of leadership with Mr Peterson presenting to the Junior
School Student Leaders. In his talk, Mr Peterson reiterated that leadership is “character in action and
that the capacity to lead for the common good grows from within us.” In addition, time was set aside
for the leaders to reflect on personal values and consider how these values impact their leadership
purpose.
The highlight for our Junior School students was meeting and working alongside the Secondary
School Leaders. The session began with selected Secondary leaders sharing their understanding of
what it means to be a purposeful, credible, reflective and relational leader as outlined in the Arndell
Leadership Model. They also shared how they plan and implement community events and
fundraising initiatives.
This was followed by a time of collaborative ‘brainstorming’ for future Junior School initiatives with
Secondary School Leaders supporting the younger students with their ideas and planning.
Here is what our Junior School Captains had to say about the day.
James – “I really liked when the older leaders came in and helped us with our ideas. I also liked it
when Mr Peterson talked to us about what it means to be a leader.”
Chloe – “I enjoyed it when the Secondary School Leaders spoke to us. I liked that we spent time
with the leaders and thought of some ideas together.”
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